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SUBJECT AND OBJECTIVES

We are living in a world of multiple ecological and humanitarian crises,
such as climate change, biodiversity loss and demographic pressures
due to this. Those crises of the “Anthropocene” are interconnected
and aggravate one another. The Master program “Culture, Ecology,
Change” enables students to grasp, and act upon, the world views and
historical causes of these problems. This Master program critically
analyzes current cultural narratives and values and contrasts them
with alternative framings — real and imaginary ones. Students will be
equipped with the appropriate scientific tools for analyzing,
interpreting and shaping  socio-ecological ~processes and
transformations towards a sustainable future. Reflection and reception
of current theoretical propositions will be embedded in a global and
historical context in order to grasp the complex connections between
climate change, migration, coloniality and populism/racism/
fundamentalism.

The goal of “Culture, Ecology, Change” is to establish environmental
humanities and ecocritical studies in the various fields of education, as
well as to understand literature, culture, and language as actors in
their own right in the multiple processes of shaping an ecologically
sustainable and socially just world.

APTITUDE AND REQUIREMENTS

The Master “Culture, Ecology, Change” is aimed at students with a first
degree (B.A. or equivalent), who are interested in the sustainable
transformation of society, in nature protection, climate justice,
sustainable lifestyles and sufficiency. Anyone interested in critically
analyzing our current modes of production and consumption and
eager to learn about alternatives that might enable socio-ecological
change are eligible for this master program.
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STUDY COURSE

“Culture, Ecology, Change” is divided into four semesters. The first
semester consists of the modules “Approaches” and “Readings,” a
theory module. In the second semester students will examine
historical roots and the diachronic perspective of cultural-
ecological change (including notions of the future). Parallel to this,
they will be able to specialize according to their interests in the
interdisciplinary perspectives in semester one and two. In
semester two, students will be able to have a practical experience
as well as specialize in science communication. The third
semester will look at current entanglements of cultural and
ecological change. A core module is “Transformation: Future
Design” where students will work in groups on a practical project of
their choice. Here, they are encouraged to think creatively about
the world they live in and to think up sustainable solutions to
current dilemmas. In a research module they will practice the art of
sustained documentation and theoretical reflection on a self-
chosen topic. The study course culminates in the master thesis.

AREAS OF WORK

Students of “Culture,Ecology, Change” will be equipped with both
academic and practical tools in order to facilitate socio-ecological
change. They will be able to act as “change agents” in various
professional fields at regional and national, public and private
levels, as well as in the various fields of education. Especially the
emphasis on science communication allows for job opportunities in
public relations in the fields of environmental protection and
environmental science. Further job opportunities include research
and teaching, work in non-governmental organizations and
political consulting.



